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Career guidance can be defined as a comprehen-
sive, developmental program designed to assist individu-
alsin making and implementing informed educational and

occupational choices. Insimplewords, itisajourney on
which people devel op to make mature and informed de-
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TOP BACHELOR'S DEGREE - PARAMEDICAL
COURSES

* Nursing
» Bachelor of Physiotherapy
« Bachelor of Occupational Therapy



* B.Sc. in OTT (Operation Theatre Technology)
» B.Sc. in Dialysis Technology

* B.Sc. in MLT (Medical Lab Technology)
* B.Sc. in X-Ray Technology

* B.Sc. in Radiography

* B.Sc. in Medical Imaging Technology

* B.Sc. in Medical Record Technology

* B.Sc. in Ophthal mic Technology

* B.Sc. in Audiology and Speech Therapy
* B.Sc. in Optometry

* B.Sc. in Anaesthesia Technology

* Public health & Hygiene

* Nutrition & Dietetics

* Rura Headlth Care

e Community Health Care

* Child Development

* Psychology & Counselling

» Pharmacy etc

Science Related Graduate Cour ses:
* Zoology

* Botany

* Chemistry

* Physics

* Agriculture,

* Fisheries

* Food science

* Anatomy

 Behavioural Sciences

* Biology, Biochemistry and Biotechnol ogy
* Biophysics

* Virology

* Bio chemistry

» Micrabiology

* Bacteriology

* Pathology

* Ecology, Evolution & Environment
* Entomology

* Forestry

* Genetics & Heredity

* Immunology
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* Parasitology

» Pharmacology & Pharmacy
* Physiology

 Plant Sciences

* Toxicology

* Veterinary Sciences

* Diary Science etc
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In the coming years, we can expect an increase in
demand on the healthcare system. Now more than ever,
the world needs qualified healthcare professionals to
handle the demand increase, enforce new policies, man-
age technologica advancements and further accelerate
the biopharmaceutical industry.”
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EDESSA
THE FIRST KINGDOM
OF THE NAZARENES

Sundeegp Abraham, Thamar apallil

M any Cananaean (zeal ots) had mi-
grated from Judea to the East before
the destruction of Jerusalem after
heeding Jesus' prophesies about the
destruction of Jerusalem. By ‘East’ at
this time included Northern Syria
(Parthia), Edessa or the area around
Haran — Abraham’s homeland — the
area overlapping all of these were
loosely referred to asArabiaand most
importantly, the Kingdom of Adiabene
between Northern Mesopotamia and
Persia, the roya family of which not
only supported the Uprising against
Rome, but participated init on the Jew-
ishside.

Edessa, in the times of Jesus and
the Roman Emperor, Tiberius Caesar,
was ruled by King Abgar. It was a
sandwich kingdom between Parthia
and Arabia. Abgar’s personal confi-
dant, a Jewish merchant named
Ananias, had been to Jerusalemto see
Jesus, being attracted by the report of
His miracles. On hisreturn to Edessa
he related them to Abgar. The king,
seized with admiration, believed truly
that Jesuswasindeed the Son of God.
Hefeltin hiswhole body certain acute
painswhich he had got in Persia, more
than seven years before. Since he had
received no remedy for hissufferings,
Abgar sent a letter to Jesus praying
Himto comeand curehimof hispains.
Ananias, the bearer of this letter, met
Jesus at Jerusalem and returned with
the portrait of Jesusin a shroud.

After the ascension of Jesus, the
Apostle Thomas, sent 72 followers
(chosen by Jesus himself according to
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the gospel of Luke 10:1-20) led by
Thaddaeus (Judas), son of James to
Edessa. Thenceforth Thaddaeus, lay-
ing his hands upon Abgar, cured him
and began to preach the Gospel to the
king and hispeople. Hea so healed al
thesick and infirm peoplein thetown,
and they believed in Jesus Christ.

After his death, Abgar was suc-
ceeded by hisson | zates, who reigned
at Edessa (Urhai) and sister’'s son
Monobazus I, in Armenia which in-
cluded Adiabene. | zateswastaught by
Ananias at Basra (Charax Spasini) in
modern Irag, to worship God accord-
ing to Jewish religion and embrace that
religion. His mother Helena was in-
structed by Paul and she sent money
through him and Barnabas to the
Jerusalem Council. The roya family
accepted the Nazarene ideology and
were circumcised. Hence, the

Knanaya Nazarenes succeeded in
obtaining shelter in Edessa in the
fourth—fifth decade CE and werevery
close to the royal family. This aspect
has been verified by eminent histori-
ans such as J.B. Segal in his book
‘EDESSA - The Blessed City’ and
Dr. Robert Eisenman in his book
‘James, the brother of Jesus'.

When the conversion of |zates
became known to his subjects, they
were very angry and felt betrayed by
their king. They besought the king of
the Arabians to make an expedition
against their king becausethey wanted
to punish him for the hatred he had to
their religious worship. The king of
Arabia marched against

|zates with alarge army but was
defeated. But although the subjects
had failed in their first attempt, they
implored the king of Parthia, and de-
sired that he would kill |zates and set
over them, some other king, who
should be of a Parthian family. When
theking of Parthiaheard this, heboldly
made war upon | zates. | zates resol ved
to commit himself on God, his protec-
tor, in the present danger he wasin of
his life. The king of Parthia sent a
messenger to |zates to tell him how
large his dominions were and also
threatened him that he should be pun-
ished asaperson ungrateful to hislords
and said that the God whom he wor-
shipped could not deliver him out of
the king's hands.

County of Edessa
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When the messenger had deliv-
ered this his message, |zates replied,
that he knew the king of Parthia's
power was much greater than his
own; but that he knew also that God
was much more powerful thanall men.
And when he had returned him this
answer, he made supplication to God,
and threw himself on the ground, and
put ashes upon his head, in testimony
of his confusion, and fasted, together
with hisfamily in the Jewish custom.
God answered hisprayer and that very
night, there was an enemy attack
which laid Parthia waste forcing him
to retire back without doing anything.
And thus it was that |zates escaped
the threats of the Parthians, by the
providence of God.

|zates died at the age of fifty-five
years having ruled his kingdom
twenty-four years and his mother,
Helena, did not long outlive her son.
But Monobazus 1, sent her bones, as
well asthose of |1 zates, hisstep-brother,
to Jerusalem and gave order that they
should beburied at the pyramidswhich
their mother had erected; they were
three in number, and distant no more
than three furlongs from Jerusalem.
Helena's tomb is still to be seen be-
fore the gate of Jerusalem and is
marked as ‘the Tomb of the Kings'.
Monobazus too visited Jerusalem for
important Jewish feasts and festivals.
He was at Jerusalem for the Feast of
Tabernacles when thewar of the Jew-
ish zedl ots had reached Jerusalem from
Galilee. Monobazus and Kenedeus
were sympathetic to the cause of the
zealots and so they took part in the
war against the Imperial Roman army
and were killed in the war at Jerusa-
lem. They were buried there along
with |zates and Helena.

Helena's tomb in Jerusalem is
proof that Edessais the firstkingdom
which accepted Jesus the Nazarene
asthe Messiah. Thefact that theroyal
family of Edessa considered Jerusa-
lem sacred and participated inthe War
of the Jews on the side of the zealots
show the impact the Knanaya com-
munity has had on theroyal family. It
was much later that Edessa embraced

Christianity and had two churches —
one for the Nazarenes and the other
for the converted Christians. What the
Knanaya ancestors practiced in
Edessa was practiced in Kerala too.
TheKnanayacommunity did not move
out of Mahadevapattanam except for
Uraha Mar Ouseph and the priests
and deacons. While the Knanayaites
resided in Mahadevapattanam, Mar
Ouseph had settled in Angamaly and
established the Suriani Sabha from
there and established churches at
Kuravilangad where the

&momom Blale ® KNANAYA DEEPAM
Pakalomattom priests were anointed
as Bishops of the Maankara Sabha.
It was after the Bishops stopped com-
ing from Antioch/Persiathat the priests
of that family were anointed asArch-
deacons by the Maankara Church.
The Knanaya community never was
interested in imposing itself on the
leadership of the Maankara Church,
but only facilitated the well-being of
the Suriani Sabhaby bringing in Bish-
opsfromtheWest until the settlement
of the Moorsin Malabar.
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