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4th Death Anniversary
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"All of us are grateful for the fond memories"
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Designing

Greeshma Designs

(M) 9447304348
gdesignktm@gmail.com

Address

Knanaya Deepam

Clemis Centre, Chingavanam P.O.
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Phone: 0481-2430176

Mob. 7034400176
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“A career is often composed of the jobs held,
titles earned and work accomplished over a long
period of time, rather than just referring to one po-
sition.”
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““Find out what you like doing best and get someoneto
pay you for doingit”.
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Never stop fighting until you arrive at your destined
place- that is, the unique you.

Have an aim in life, continuously acquire
knowledge,work hard and have perseverance to realise
the great life”’.
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P - praise

r - repentance

a ask, application

y - yield means surrender
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(Praise and thanks giving)
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DEFINITION OF THE
TERM KNANAYA

Sundeep Abraham BE, LLB.

We have been living a story told to us from time
immemorial regarding the migration of Knai
Thoma and Uraha Mar Ouseph from Edessa and
from Persia in AD 345. This story has been retold
from generation to generation without any
substantial evidence being passed down from the
original migrants to prove our heritage. Yet, this
evidence has been alive and we have been keeping
it safely in our house all this while but have not
recognized it. This is our folly which we must take
cognizance of and realize that we have had our
Church, which is distinct and has been recognized
from the times of our Messiah Lord Jesus Christ
and the first Bishop James the Just.

At the Knanaya Nazarene Academic Research
Centre, I have been seeking for and gathering all
possible clues to research the truth about our past
and to piece together a comprehensive analysis of
our heritage. From researching ancient Greek and
Latin records, works of Flavius Josephus, The Holy
Bible, DNA Study besides discussions and debates
with renowned scholars and experts on ancient
history of the Middle East and trade with the
Roman Empire. This feat was achieved through
my painstaking research of the past twenty five
years. I wish to impart my studies on this subject
with my brethren through a series of literature
made available through various medium including
the Knanaya Deepam.

In this article, I shall focus on the topic of the
definition of the word Knanaya and Knai (Thoma).
The word Knai is a term derived from the Hebrew
word K’'naim which means Zeal for God. This term
has its origin in the Holy Bible as can be seen in
the Old Testament Book of Numbers, Chapter 25:
10 — 13. The zeal of Phinehas is the source for the
blessings for his descendants who are blessed by
the Living God of Israel with the covenant of
perpetual priesthood. The zeal of Phinehas has
been claimed throughout the Old Testament period

22-Apil 2020

as well as in the Inter-Testament Apocryphal
period by Ezra and the Maccabees. This zeal
denotes the sense of nationalism or patriotism.

According to the Holy Bible, Jesus Christ chose
Simon the Cananaean at K’far Nahum. Cananaean
is the Aramaic form of the Hebrew word K'naim
in plural. It is this Cananaean that the word
Knanaya is derived from. So, while K'naim is the
Hebrew word in singular, Knanaya is the Aramaic
word in plural. Hence, we see that the Knanaya
community existed in the period of Jesus Christ.
Both these terms are derivatives of the Semitic root
word QN without any vowels and is pronounced
‘kna’.

There is also a reference to such an entity after
the ascension of Jesus Christ in the time of James
the Just, Peter and Paul as stated in the Acts of the
Apostles in Chapter 21: 20 — 26.

But how would this zeal be related to Knai
Thoma and his descendants who go by the name
Knanaya? Critics would say that it is only in the
year 1882 that we officially took the name
Knanaya. Until then, so they would say, we went
by the name Thekkumbhagor, which means
Southists. The claim for this word Southist is
allegedly based on the river Periyar on whose
northern bank lies the ancient port city of
Mahadevapattanam, which today goes by the
name Kodungallur.

At the Knanaya Nazarene Academic Research
Centre, which has invested in a property on the
northern bank of this river for furthering its
research program, I have analyzed this theory and
found it to be merely a myth. The word is not based
on the river, but is based on the location of the
ancient settlement of this community in the city of
Mahadevapattanam. I am pursuing a research in
the quest for this lost ancient city of
Mahadevapattanam. This community was settled
on the Southern part of the first city of ancient



Kerala which had developed a city settlement for
the first time on the basis of the ancient Pandya
and Chola settlements of Madurai and Kavery
Poompattinam (Poompubhar).

The city of Mahadevapattanam had four courts
(known also as Thalli) — Mel Thalli (for the elite
and noble), Keezh Thalli (for the Sudras), Nediye
Thalli (for the merchants) and Chingapurattu
Thalli (for the Brahmins). The Mel Thalli was
located in the South of the
city and the properties
purchased by the Knanaya
Academic Research Centre
and the Knanaya
Samudayam are located in
this region. Mel Thalli, over
period of time has got
corrupted into Methala, by
which the panchayat has
come to be known and this
panchayat has now been
merged into the Kodungallur
municipality.

The Portuguese, in an
attempt to impress upon our
forefathers, had constructed
a fortification at this part of
the city for the benefit of the
Knanaya community in the 16" century. Though
it came with the price of having to sacrifice our
practices and join the Roman Catholic Church in
return. This forced our forefathers to abandon their
12 centuries long ancient settlement and migrate
to Kottayam and Kallissery rather than giving up
their age old sacred faith of their forefathers.

Yet, they maintained economic relationship with
the Portuguese and supplied them with pepper and
essential commodities from the interior regions
such as Kaduthuruthy, Kottayam, Thodupuzha
and Kallissery. The fortification was then converted
into a Seminary where Syrian pupils were taught
the Latin rite to be introduced in the ancient
Malankara Suriani Sabha. The Syrian Christians
also abandoned this seminary and founded a new
Seminary at Vaipikotta in 1581. That place has
since then become the settlement of the Latin
Christians of Kodungallur.

So, even though they lost their sacred ancestral
property which was the basis of their
Thekkumbhagor identity, our forefathers never
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abandoned their Knanaya identity. This has been
verified and attested by the Portuguese historians.
It is only later in 1882 that they were able to
establish a distinct existence under the Private Trust
Act of 1882 enacted by the British Crown and
created the Knanaya Committee, under the
initiative of Sri. E M Philip, to take care of the
interests of this ancient community under the
Malankara Sabha. In 1910, His Holiness, the
Patriarch of Antioch and all
the East, granted us a
separate Diocese in exchange
for the decision of the then
Knanaya Vicar General to
accept the Salmoosa and in
return obtained the
Stathicon from His Holiness
1 and was consecrated as
| Geevarghese Mor Severios.
Thereafter, the original Trust
Deed of 1882 was developed
over time and has now
become our Knanaya
Constitution which has
codified the guidelines for
the administration and
governance of the
Malankara Suriani Knanaya

Thus the K'nai and Knanaya interpretation of
the expression — zeal for the Lord — means that the
forefathers of our community were zealous
nationalists who fought for the Knanaya identity
and resisted any means to dilute the faith of their
ancestors. In this regard we should also consider
our unique custom of the sacred Passover Feast.
Do we prepare INDRI appam or INRI appam? Not
to forget that INRI stands for Iesvs Nazarenvs Rex
Ivdaerovm, which means — Jesus the Nazarene,
King of the Jews. This is the Latin epitaph which
was affixed by Pilate to the Holy Cross on which
our Lord Jesus was crucified. Therefore, does not
this feast, which we have uniquely celebrated in
our living memory, signify our ancient secular ritual
of heralding the Messiah as the Supreme Passover
Sacrifice, independent of the role of the Church or
the presence of any priest,? We herald Jesus as the
KING OF THE JEWS in our own unique manner
giving clear proof of our nationalistic and patriotic
zealot identity
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Director
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